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Facts



Background: facts

United Nations, 2011

Africa: 35% of 

world population?

Europe: 7% or 

world population



IOM: https://migrationdataportal.org/

themes/international-migrant-stocks

https://migrationdataportal.org/




Flow from previous  

country of residence

Stock (migrant 

population)

Emigration is particularly difficult to measure.



MIGRATION IS THE MAIN DRIVER OF 

POPULATION CHANGE IN EUROPE

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/

index.php?title=Population_and_population_change_statistics

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/

index.php?title=Migration_and_migrant_population_statistics#Migration_flows:_Immigration_to_the_EU_from_non-

member_countries_was_2.4_million_in_2017

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/


Displacements

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/

global_migration_indicators_2018.pdf



World Bank: 

https://www.knomad.org/sites/default/files/2019-

04/Migrationanddevelopmentbrief31.pdf



https://data2.unhcr.org/en/

documents/download/67712

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/


Remittances



Statistical data on migration 

are limited and defective



Theory



Theory of action: an actor-centred approach

• Actors

– Who are the actors? Very diverse!

– How do they think and act?

• Mechanisms / processes

– From structure (being) to process (becoming)

– Migration is form of mobility

– Migration is outcome of decision-making process

• Context (embeddedness)

– Actors are influenced by others and situations

• Uncertainties and risks (randomness)

=>  mechanisms as stochastic processes



Actors

• Actors

– Individuals, families, households

– Organizations facilitating or inhibiting migration (private, public)

– Governments (local, national, international organizations)

- Legal experts, recruitment agencies

- Travel agencies

- Migration brokers, Immigration Consultants, labor brokers, labor 

contractors, traffickers, smugglers

- grass roots movements, advocacy groups, 

- think tanks

- Research groups



Actors

2012

Malta has become a household name in the 

residency and citizenship by investment 

industry. In a very short span of time, it 

managed to set the tone and position itself as 

market leader in the investment migration 

sector.

https://iip.gov.mt/2018/11/06/malta-leads-the-way-in-the-

investment-migration-industry/



Actors
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Overseas Citizenship of India

Front Cover of an OCI registration certificate

Date first issued 2 December 2005

Issued by  India

Eligibility requirements see eligibility

Cost 15,000 (In India)

US$275 (abroad)

Overseas Citizenship of India
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) is a scheme that

was introduced in response to demands for dual

citizenship by the Indian diaspora, particularly in

developed countries. It was introduced by The Citizenship

(Amendment) Act, 2005 in August 2005. It was launched

during the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention at

Hyderabad in 2006.[1] Indian authorities have interpreted

the law to mean a person cannot have a second country's

passport simultaneously with an Indian one — even in the

case of a child who is claimed by another country as a

citizen of that country, and who may be required by the

laws of the other country to use one of its passports for

foreign travel (such as a child born in the United States or

in Australia to Indian parents), and the Indian courts have

given the executive branch wide discretion over this

matter. Therefore, Overseas Citizenship of India is not

actual citizenship of India[2] and thus, does not amount to

dual citizenship or dual nationality.

Before Feb. 2015, passengers holding OCI card were

required to carry the passport which contained the lifetime

visa while traveling to India.This requirement was done

away with in 2015, and OCI card holders do not need the

visa sticker passport. Just the OCI card (the blue booklet)

AND current valid foreign passport of the passenger is enough to travel to and from India

OCI Cards were formerly printed with the lifelong “U” Visa Sticker (which is normally pasted on the

applicant's passport). The proof of lifelong visa is now just the OCI Card which will have “Life Time Visa”

printed on it. The OCI Card will be valid with any valid passport." However, countries may consider the

OCI as dual citizenship: for example, the UK government considers that, for purposes of the British

Nationality Act 1981, "OCI is considered to be citizenship of another State".[3]
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2 Physical Appearance
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Sign in

Schlagzeilen ǀ  ☼ Wetter ǀ  DAX 10.513,35 ǀ  TV-Programm ǀ  AboINTERNATIONAL

English Site > Europe > Integration Debate > Erdogan Urges Turks Not to Assimilate: 'You Are Part of Germany, But Also Part of Our Great Turkey'

February 28, 2011  12:48 PM Print Feedback

Thousands of Turkish immigrants gave Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan a rock star welcome in Germany

on Sunday in a show of national pride that remains fervent, even after decades spent in Germany. He told

them they remain part of Turkey, and urged them to integrate into German society -- but not to assimilate.

By Özlem Gezer "  and Anna Reimann "  in Düsseldorf

DPA

The lyric keeps echoing around the hall in Düsseldorf. "The land belongs to us all."

The sentence isn' t referring to Germany, but to Turkey.

Immigrants are waving hundreds of Turkish flags and the

chanting and the music are deafening. One woman

shouts "Turkey is great!" into a microphone to cheers

from the crowd. Everyone in the ISS Dome, a huge

sports and concert venue, is fired up, as if they' re

waiting for a rock star. There's only one show in town

this Sunday, and his name is Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Erdogan Urges Turks Not to Assimilate

'You Are Part of Germany, But Also Part of Our Great Turkey'
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Connect And Unite For Shared Prosperity to 

Indonesia and its Diaspora	



Actors

Greenhill, 2016

Emerging powers 
can use migration 
to 
instrumentalise
migration flows, 
or use the 
complexity of 
migratory 
movements as a 
pretext for 
concessions. 

Frontex:

Risk analysis for 

2018

Securitization of migration

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/what-is-the-immigration-

industrial-complex_b_5953b8cae4b0c85b96c65e2c



https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2019-04-17/border-security-

expo-displays-next-generation-tech-in-san-antonio

The global Border Security system market is expected to reach USD 

52.95 billion by 2022, growing at a CAGR of 7.16% between 2016 

and 2022.

https://www.marketsandmarkets.com/Market-Reports/border-security-system-market ...

“The migration industry  can become the primary motive force in a 

migratory movement” Castles et al. 2014 The age of migration p. 236)

https://www.marketsandmarkets.com/Market-Reports/border-security-system-market


CONCLUSIONS

An actor-centred approach to migration is a 

prerequisite for understanding migration and 

the governance of migration 



• Homophily = tendency for people to associate and 

connect with similar others (Lazarsfeld and Merton, 

1954)

• Based on race, ethnicity, religion, opinion, worldview 

(eg globalists vs nationalists), etc. 

• => segregation, opinion dynamics, polarization

• Lazarsfeld and Merton (1954) Friendship as a social process

• McPherson et al. (2001) Birds of feather: homophily in social networks

Mechanism / process: Homophily, assortativity, 

assortative mixing



THOMAS SCHELLING (1921-2016)

“modest preferences for residing in 

neighborhoods composed of similar others 

would lead in many circumstances to 

complete separation in space of different 

groups (residential segregation)” (1971)

Segregation <= individual preferences 

Micro-foundations of social structure

W. W. Norton & Company; 

Revised edition (2006)



The Schelling model

• Actors

• Individuals

• Attributes: race and location

• Preference: ethnic composition of neighbourhood (% 

same ethnicity)

• Limited information: own neighbourhood only

• Action (decision): 

• Relocation: leave neighbourhood if not satisfied with 

(ethnic composition

• Destination: a vacant location



The Schelling model

• Location: position on checkerboard

• Moore neighbourhood

• Initial location: random

• Destination relocation: random





Buffers!



The Schelling model: extensions

• Informed choice of destination: 

• Information on composition of all neighbourhoods

• Select vacant location in acceptable neighbourhood: 

random

• Home swapping: identify actor in acceptable 

neighbourhood, who likes your neighbourhood

• Further extension: associate value/utility with 

neighbourhood

• Value-expectancy theory (Fishbein)

• Discrete choice theory (McFadden)



Location swap 0.5

Random_choice

vacant loc 0.5



The Schelling model: extensions

• Multiple populations (including minorities)

• Further extensions

• Add covariates: dual segregation (eg identity and 

income/wealth)

• Add attitudes and opinions: exposure to outgroup 

members depend on segregation

• If opinion exchange mostly with similar actors => theri

influence dominant  => polarization (Initial opinion 

disagreement not necessary for opinion polarization)

• Feliciani, Flache and Tolsma (2017) homophily (positive 

influence) and xenophoby (negative influence)







1 45%

2 45%

3 10%

1and 2 Pref 0.6

3 Pref 0.1

All satisfied



1 45%

2 45%

3 10%

1and 2 Pref 0.6

3 Pref 0.9

Neary all 

satisfied

Location swap 0.5

Random_choice

vacant loc 0.5







THE SCHELLING MODEL: EXTENSIONS

• Further extensions

• Add covariates: dual segregation (eg identity and 

income/wealth)

• Add attitudes and opinions: exposure to outgroup 

members depend on segregation

• If opinion exchange mostly with similar actors => their 

influence dominant  => polarization (Initial opinion 

disagreement not necessary for opinion polarization)

• Feliciani, Flache and Tolsma (2017



Conclusion

• Migration will increase

• Migration management requires 

• Adequate data

• Understanding of migration decision

• Regulation of migration industry and role of migration 

in foreign affairs policy

• Emphasize actors and social networks

• Emphasize mechanism/process (emergence) and 

context (embeddedness)

• Homophily is a basic social mechanism



NIDI is an institute of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences KNAW and is affiliated to the 

University of Groningen

www.nidi.nl

thank you

Willlekens@nidi.nl


